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Celebrating 50 years of African American Leadership
NEW ORLEANS- AARP- Louisiana joins forces with local non-profit organizations to commemorate 50 years of African
American leadership by presenting Moving Though the Civil Rights Movement: The Role of Black Leadership in the City of
New Orleans 1968-2018. The event will be held at Dillard University’s Georges Auditorium, 2601 Gentilly Blvd, on Saturday,
March 24 featuring Donna Brazile, political strategist and former chair of the Democratic National Committee. The pre-event
reception will begin at 10 a.m. with the program following at 11 a.m.
Brazile will discuss an overview of the Civil Rights Movement and the impact of African American leadership in New Orleans
by focusing on key topics including the election of the city’s first African American mayor, Ernest “Dutch” Morial, to the
election of the city’s first African American female, mayor elect Latoya Cantrell. The conversation will emerge as she
moderates a panel discussion exploring topics of education, culture, economic prosperity, and community activism from the
perspective of local black leaders from both the private and public sectors.
“This conversation is an opportunity to unify all communities in New Orleans regardless of race to discuss and celebrate the
positive transformation of this city through Black leadership over the past 50 years,” said Linedda McIver, Director of
Multicultural Outreach and Engagement. “As the city transitions to follow the leadership of Cantrell, AARP wants to be on the
cutting edge of encouraging empowerment and leadership in the city.”
Since 1978, the city has been fortune to experience eight consecutive terms of Black mayoral leadership. AARP- LA and
sponsoring organizations aspire for New Orleans’ residents to understand and have a greater appreciation for the history and
legacy that has been established as it pertains to Black leadership.
“At Dillard University, we pride ourselves as being the gathering place on discussions about civil rights, leadership and the
evolution of the African American community,” said Dr. Walter M. Kimbrough, president of Dillard. “So having a voice in this
conversation with Donna and other leaders continues to be an extension of who we are as a University, but also extremely
necessary now more than ever.”
Everyone is welcome to attend this forum, as it is free and open to the public. Please visit https://goo.gl/L5Q9t8 for information
and registration.
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