
 

 

 

 

 

July 17, 2020 – First 45th Day Reporting Requirement 

The following email will be sent to all 1135 eligible students explaining the application process 

for the remaining CARES Act funds. 

As indicated in my last communication (June 19, 2020) we are now moving into Phase II of the 

awarding/disbursing of the remaining CARES Act assistance Dillard University received from 

the Department of Education.  

It is the same pool of funding which is guided by the same guidelines as before. 

Those guidelines are: 

1) Assist students with unexpected expenses related to the disruption of campus 
operations due to the coronavirus.  The date of focus is March 13, 2020 when President 
Trump declared a national disaster.  

2) This funding is provided by the federal government, and managed by the Department 
of Education who has provided eligibility rules. If you are receiving this email, the 
University has determined that you meet the eligibility requirements as set forth by the 
Department of Education.  

3) Funds for students must be used to cover student expenses related to the disruption of 
campus operations due to coronavirus. This includes, but is not limited to, eligible 
expenses under a student’s cost of attendance, such as food, housing, course materials, 
technology, health care, and child care expenses that you the student incurred. See 
below for additional information of these eligible expenses. 

 

To be considered for the remaining portion of our allocation, eligible students must submit the 

below application as well as provide documentation to support the claim identified in bullet #4 

above. To receive consideration, applications and the required documentation 

must be submitted together. Incomplete applications and those without documentation 

will not be considered. Documentation can only be submitted via email.  

A committee will review and determine eligibility given the above guidelines. The decision of 

the committee is final.  

While we would love to help everyone as we did previously, please know it will be impossible to 

do so with our remaining allocation of $286,805. Once the $286,805 has been awarded, we 

will no longer be able to accept or continue reviewing applications. 

CARES Act Phase II Application – CLICK HERE   

We will explain the disbursement process to those who are awarded the funding.  

 

https://www.dillard.edu/covid-19/docs/cares-act-announcement-updated-06022020.pdf
https://forms.gle/HTG5hUK48S77tQ2H9


ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS (Spring 2020) 

 Enrollment in a degree-seeking program 
 Eligible as determined by the FAFSA 

o U.S. Citizenship or eligible noncitizen 
o A valid SSN 
o Register with Selective Service (if male) 

 Maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress in your course of study 
 Eligible to receive federal Title IV funds (even if you declined the aid during 

the 2019-2020 academic year) 
 Enrolled in school as of March 13, 2020 (the date President Donald Trump 

declared a national emergency) 
 

DEFINITION OF A QUALIFYING SITUATION 

Dillard University’s CARES Act funds for students will be used to cover expenses 

related to the disruption of campus operations due to coronavirus. This includes, 

but is not limited to, eligible expenses under a student’s cost of attendance, such 

as food, housing, course materials, technology, health care, and child care 

expenses. 

 

EXAMPLES OF QUALIFYING SITUATIONS TO INCLUDE ON THE 
APPLICATION 

Food Expenses may include unexpected grocery expenses for a resident student 

who was depending on their meal plan to eat for the semester. This can also 

include increased grocery expenses for a student supporting dependent children 

now home due to their school or child care closure. 

Course Materials may include, but is not limited to general use supplies such as 

writing utensils and notebooks; course specific supplies such as calculators, lab 

equipment, rental of musical equipment, paint brushes, and canvases; 

unexpectedly required to be purchased due to campus disruption of regular 

operations. 

Technology Expenses may include computer equipment, internet access 
expenses, printer supplies, etc. required for student success when transitioning to 
an online format from the traditional in-person class structure.  



 
Healthcare Expenses may include the cost of unanticipated or unusual medical 
expenses due to coronavirus or its effects. 
 

Child Care/Dependent Care Expenses may include the cost of unanticipated or 
unusual care expenses for a student’s child or other dependents in the 
independent (as defined by FAFSA) student’s household. 
 
Transportation Expenses may include the cost of unanticipated or unusual travel 
expenses related to the disruption of campus operations. Expenses related to the 
airfare, bus, gas, or train that you purchased as a result of COVID-19 can be 
considered. This may also include additional trips to the University to retrieve 
personal belongings, or even difficulty in making car payments due to income loss 
from this economic disruption. 
 
Housing Expenses may include unanticipated expenses in securing housing 
and/or rent for residential students after the closure of campus housing. This may 
also include difficulty in making rent or mortgage payments (independent 
students only) due to income loss from this economic disruption. 
 
AMOUNT AWARDED 

The Federal Government allocated grant funding to each school based on the 
enrollment size of the institution; therefore, the disbursement amount of the 
grant funding to students will vary from school to school and student to 
student.  While each school has been charged with allocating its funding to the 
neediest students first, it must take into accounts the needs of all students. In 
considering equity and recognizing that all students were impacted in some 
capacity, a committee designed a formula to assist in the awarding of the funds to 
ensure fairness. Seventy-five percent of the funds will be awarded to all students 
utilizing the following grid. The amounts will range from $250.00 - $1000.00. 

 

GRP EFC min EFC max

1  $           0    $           0   

2  $             1 2,788.00$       

3 2,789.00$         5,576.00$       

4 5,577.00$         17,410.00$     

5 17,411.00$       999,999.00$   

6 Elgible, No FAFSA



EFC = Estimated Family Contribution which was determined from the 2019-2020 

FAFSA on file. 

The total amount received for students = $1,221,405.00. 

The number of students eligible to receive the assistance = 1135 

The total number of students who have received the emergency assistance = 

1135  

The total number of funds disbursed to date (June 17, 2020) was $934,600.00.  

A committee will consider applications on an ongoing basis for the remaining 25% 
of funds until all funds are spent, in the order applications are received. 
Information regarding the application for the remaining 25% will be sent on 
Sunday, July 19, 2020 to the Dillard email accounts. 
 

DISBURSEMENT 

The goal is to provide the funds via direct deposit; however, if systems won’t 
allow it, the funds will be mailed to the address recorded on the application 
emailed on July 19, 2020. 

Unless otherwise indicated, the University will provide the funds on a rolling basis 
beginning August 7, 2020 if not before. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Do I need to pay back these funds? 

No, these funds are considered to be grant awards and do not need to be repaid to the 
University or the federal government. 

Are these funds taxable? Will my parents have to pay taxes on these funds? 

As of 5/4/2020 the Department of Education has not provided guidance on that question. As 
soon as we receive a response, we will let the University community know.  

The funds are sent on behalf of the students. Parents are not responsible nor will they be taxed 
for any amount the student receives. If the funds are taxed, it will be the student receiving the 
taxation.  

I currently owe the University. Am I still eligible for the funds or will Dillard use 
these funds to cover my balance? 



The CARES Act law specifically states that these funds are for the use of a student’s educational 
disruption as relates to COVID-19. Universities/colleges are prohibited from using the funds to 
cover institutional student expenses. However, if a student elects upon receipt of the CARES 
Act funds to pay their financial obligation to the University, the student can do so and it is 
definitely strongly encouraged. The student is also encouraged to save the funds to offset any 
educational cost they might incur for summer and/or fall 2020 as the University anticipates a 
decrease in its philanthropy donations as a result of COVID-19. 

 

 


