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Legislator Patrick O. Jefferson to Give Keynote Address 
 Included in the Convocation is a tribute to legendary former Dillard president Dr. Samuel DuBois Cook 

NEW ORLEANS – Dillard University will celebrate its annual Founders’ Day Convocation at 3 p.m., Sunday, 
Oct. 22, in the Lawless Memorial Chapel. This year marks the 148th anniversary of the University. The event is 
free and open to the public. 

The keynote speaker will be Dillard alumnus Patrick O. Jefferson, ‘90, Louisiana House of Representatives, 
District 11. Jefferson, a native of Arcadia, La., chairs the Commerce Committee and sits on the Labor and 
Industrial Relations Committee. 

The convocation will feature performances by the Dillard University Concert Choir as well as a celebration of the 
life and legacy of Dr. Samuel DuBois Cook, the fourth president of the University, who died in June of this year. 
The convocation will be followed by the Second Annual Sunday Dinner, in Kearny Hall, hosted by the Dillard 
University Ray Charles Program in African-American Material Culture. 

“Founders’ Day Convocation to us is not simply a time to celebrate, but to reflect on the value and necessity of 
Dillard’s mission,” said Dr. Yolanda W. Page, vice president for Academic Affairs. “So many before us have 
sacrificed and believed that our students could go on and contribute to our world in significant ways. Convocation 
is a time to be reminded of our legacy, and find new and innovative ways to inspire the next generation of leaders 
to achieve far beyond our expectations.”  

Dillard traces its roots back to the formation of Straight University and New Orleans University in 1869. Those 
two institutions merged in 1935 to form what is now Dillard. The University is named in honor of James Hardy 
Dillard, a distinguished academician who dedicated his life to the education of African Americans. 
Founders’ Day has become a staple of Dillard tradition, representing an opportunity for the University to look 
back on those that have shaped the institution while also serving as the first formal event of the year to 
acknowledge the graduating class of 2018. 

In October of 2011, Jefferson was elected to the Louisiana House of Representatives and represents Claiborne 
Parish and parts of Lincoln and Bienville parishes. He is an executive board member for the Louisiana Legislative 
Black Caucus and serves as Chaplain. 

  ### 
Dillard University, located in New Orleans, Louisiana, is a private four-year liberal arts historically black institution with a history dating 
back to 1869. The University’s signature programs includes Physics and Film. For more information, please visit us at www.dillard.edu 

and follow us on Twitter, Facebook at @DU1869, and Instagram: Dillard University
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