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DILLARD 81ST ANNUAL HOLIDAY CONCERT SET FOR DECEMBER 3 

NEW ORLEANS – The holiday tradition continues at Lawless Chapel with the Dillard University 
Choir’s 81st Annual Holiday Concert on Sunday, December 3, 2017, at 7:30 p.m. The choir will 
perform and other special guests include alumnists who will accompany the 60-voice choir. The concert 
is free and open to the public on Dillard University’s campus located at 2601 Gentilly Blvd. 

This year, there is a strong emphasis on featuring the talents of Dillard students who are music industry 
and music majors. Soloist Asata Jones, ‘19, was featured in The Source this year, and will have a 
surprise accompanist. Keith Rashad Tillman, ‘18, arranged several pieces for the concert and will be an 
accompanist and perform a song from his latest album. The choir will be led by Autumn Durgan, ‘15, 
assistant choir director.  

“This concert has a reputation of being one of the best in the city,” said S. Carver Davenport, chairman 
of the University’s music department and choir director. “Our students are talented with wonderful 
voices and have given so much of their time in preparing for this special occasion.” He added that it is 
also an excellent time for the University to give a Christmas present to the community.  

The Dillard University Concert Choir is one of the most diverse organizations on campus, with 
students from around the country who consistently deliver performances that always captivate the 
capacity audience in Lawless Chapel. In 2012, President Barack Obama invited the Dillard Concert 
Choir to sing for the Holidays at the White House. The thriving and rich musical heritage at Dillard 
University continues to enhance the cultural lives on its campus, in the community and the nation. 

  ### 

Dillard University, located in New Orleans, Louisiana, is a private four-year liberal arts historically black institution with a history dating 
back to 1869. The University’s signature programs includes Physics and Film. For more information, please visit us at www.dillard.edu 

and follow us on Twitter, Facebook at @DU1869, and Instagram: Dillard University.
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