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CELEBRITY PHOTOGRAPHER JOSHUA WILLIAMS IV ‘19  

NAMED DILLARD UNIVERSITY CO-VALEDICTORIAN  
 

NEW ORLEANS – Joshua Williams IV ‘19 has been named a co-valedictorian for the Dillard University 
class of 2019. Williams, along with three other valedictorians will lead their class, compromised of 250 
students, during the University’s 83rd Commencement on Saturday, May 11, 2019, at 8 a.m. on the Rosa 
Freeman Keller Avenue of Oaks in the Gentilly campus.  
 
Williams, an Oregon native and Business Administration Major, earned a 4.0-grade point average during 
his undergraduate career. While enrolled at Dillard, Williams launched his freelance photography business, 
covering events like the August Alsina concert, BUKU Music + Art Project, ESSENCE Festival, and the 
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival. His images have been featured in Complex, Ebony Magazine, 
Hypebeast, The Shade Room, and Billboard Magazine. His camera has captured Future, Post Malone, 21 
Savage, Angela Rye, Chloe & Halle, MC Lyte and many more. When Williams wasn’t behind a camera, 
he served as the Assistant Secretary for the Dillard chapter of the National Association of Black 
Accountants, a member of Dillard’s Thompson Cook Honors Program and interned for the prestigious 
investment banking company Goldman Sachs. Williams was able to complete his undergraduate education 
through MC Lyte’s #EducateOurMen scholarship program. He attests that the legendary hip-hop artist 
helped his photography career flourish by granting him opportunities most photojournalists wait a lifetime 
for.  
 
While some may claim Williams’ success is based on sheer luck, his mentor Dr. Alicia Cooper, a Dillard 
Business Marketing professor notes Williams was born with the intelligence and je ne sais quoi that made 
him a favorable student. “Although I’m proud of Josh’s academic accomplishments, I’m even more proud 
of the man he has become. When I met Josh, he was a high-school senior with a camera around his neck, 
taking pictures of everything around him. But during his four years at Dillard, he had an opportunity to turn 
the lens on himself and create a picture of a future that he can be proud of.  It has been an honor to watch 
him grow during his time here at Dillard University,” she said. “Some people call Dillard the ‘Jewel of 
Gentilly’ and Commencement is where we get to “show off our jewels” [namely a student like] Joshua 
Williams IV.”  
 
Actress and Producer Regina Hall will be Dillard University’s 2019 Commencement Speaker. Hall is the 
first African-American woman to win the New York Film Critics Circle choice for Best Actress. Dillard is 
known for bringing in leading influencers throughout the world to be Commencement speakers or to 
participate in the President’s Lecture Series Brain Food. The University considers itself a place that not 



only educates some of the country’s top scholars and leaders but a place where the community can come 
and learn. 
 
After graduation, Williams will reside in Salt Lake City, Utah where he will work as an Analyst in the 
Human Capital Management Division for Goldman Sachs.  
 
For more information about Joshua Williams and the 2019 Commencement Service, please contact Dr. 
Sheryl Kennedy Haydel (shaydel@dillard.edu) and Lauren R.D. Fox (lfox@dillard.edu).  
 
 

### 
Dillard University, located in New Orleans at 2601 Gentilly Blvd., is a private four-year liberal arts historically 
black institution with a history dating back to 1869. For more information, please visit www.dillard.edu. Also, 

follow us on Twitter, Facebook @DU1869 and Instagram: Dillard University.   
 

 
 
 

 


