
For more information, contact:                                                               IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Lauren R.D. Fox                                                                                                              May 6, 2019   
504.816.4328, office: lfox@dillard.edu 
 

HOUSTON NATIVE SHAELYNN MOORE ’19 NAMED  
DILLARD UNIVERSITY SALUTATORIAN  

 
NEW ORLEANS –Shaelynn Moore ‘19 has been named the salutatorian for the Dillard University class 
of 2019. Moore, along with three valedictorians will lead their class, compromised of 250 students, during 
the University’s 83rd Commencement on Saturday, May 11, 2019, at 8 a.m. on the Rosa Freeman Keller 
Avenue of Oaks in the Gentilly campus.  
 
Moore, a Houston native studied  Physics and Mathematics at Dillard University. During her 
undergraduate career, she participated in STEM research conferences. She placed second place, twice,  in 
the STEM LS-LAMP Research Conference Spring 2017 and 2018. Outside of her STEM career, Moore 
was known on campus for winning Offensive Player of the Year, Dillard University Scholar-Athlete of 
the Year and National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) Scholar-Athlete of the year. To 
support her studies, Moore received the  Arthur Ashe, Jr. Sports Scholarship Award for Basketball. “Shae 
entered Dillard as a good player. But she now leaves Dillard as a great player because she learned a 
valuable lesson in her senior year: true teammates sacrifice me for we. This will serve her well in life 
because Dillard is only the beginning of her career! #relentlessexcellence,” Norbert Rome Jr., Dillard’s 
Assistant Women's Basketball Coach said about Moore’s academic and athletic success.  
 
Actress and Producer Regina Hall will be Dillard University’s 2019 Commencement Speaker. Hall is the 
first African-American woman to win the New York Film Critics Circle choice for Best Actress. Dillard 
is known for bringing in leading influencers throughout the world to be Commencement speakers or to 
participate in the President’s Lecture Series Brain Food. The University considers itself a place that not 
only educates some of the country’s top scholars and leaders but a place where the community can come 
and learn. 
 
Moore also notes that Dr. Abdalla Darwish, Professor of Physics/Presidential Professor of the STEM 
department served as her mentor at Dillard and thanks to him for his guidance.  
 
For more information about Shaelynn Moore and the 2019 Commencement Service, please contact Dr. 
Sheryl Kennedy Haydel (shaydel@dillard.edu) and Lauren R.D. Fox (lfox@dillard.edu).  
 
 

### 



Dillard University, located in New Orleans at 2601 Gentilly Blvd., is a private four-year liberal arts historically 
black institution with a history dating back to 1869. For more information, please visit www.dillard.edu. Also, 

follow us on Twitter, Facebook @DU1869 and Instagram: Dillard University.         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


