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DILLARD UNIVERSITY ANNUAL WINTER CONCERT SET TO WOW AUDIENCE 
AND FEATURE DR. WALTER M. KIMBROUGH 

 
NEW ORLEANS – The thriving and rich musical heritage at Dillard University continues to enhance its 
impact on the campus as well as surrounding and global communities. To commence the holiday season, 
Dillard’s 50 Voice Concert Choir will host their Annual Holiday Concert with Orchestra on Sunday, 
December 2, at 7:30 p.m. in Lawless Memorial Chapel. The event is free and open to the public. 
 
This year, New Orleans native Kayla Boyd Sanford, ‘15, lyric soprano and known crowd pleaser, will be 
the guest soloist. Also, Dillard’s very own University President Dr. Walter M. Kimbrough will showcase 
his skills as a pianist during the program.  
 
Each year, students from all over the country come together to form the Dillard University Concert Choir. 
The Concert Choir launched in 1935 when the New Orleans University and Straight College merged to 
form present-day Dillard University. From its inception, Dillard’s Concert Choir developed an enviable 
reputation where concert halls, philharmonic orchestras, churches and businesses, local and regional, have 
invited them to perform. In 2015, the Concert Choir was invited by former First Lady Michelle Obama to 
sing at the White House.  
 
Audience members can expect to hear holiday favorites, such as, “O Holy Night,”  “The Anthem Of 
Praise” and the iconic Christmas song “Mary Did You Know.” Senior Vocal Music majors Aariona King 
and Trinity Gray are scheduled to perform both solos and duets. The Dillard University Diamond Team 
will accompany the Choir during their gospel performances with alumni along with Dillard Chaplain 
Reverend Earnest Salsberry and Renee Miller Dolliole serving as orators during the concert.  
 
The concert will open with its signature Candle Light Processional and, of course, close with George 
Frederic Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus.” The Concert Choir plans to be the talk of the town this holiday 
season, continuing its legacy of leaving audience members awestruck.  
 

### 
 

Dillard University, located in New Orleans at 2601 Gentilly Blvd., is a private four-year liberal arts historically black institution 
with a history dating back to 1869. For more information, please visit www.dillard.edu. Also, follow us on Twitter, Facebook 

@DU1869 and Instagram, Dillard University. 
  


