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6 Steps of the Research Process

1. Identify your topic

2. Find Background 
Information

3. Use Online Catalog to 
find books and 
resources

4. Evaluate what you find

5. Cite what you find



Scholarly Journals vs. Popular Magazines



Summary

Scholarly Journals

 Written by professionals or 
experts

 More difficult to read

 May have supporting 
diagrams/charts/illustrations

 Associated with professional and 
academic groups

 Used to support academic writing  
for college research. 

Popular Magazine

 Written to inform/entertain and 
update reader

 Staff writers or free lance writers

 Little depth

 Flashy cover/advertisement

 No bibliographic information

 Read to keep current on topics: to 
get background information: 
summaries on entertainment and 
other topics



Scholarly Journals

Also referred to as "Peer Reviewed" or 
"Referred," contain

 Original research (qualitative or      

quantitative) 

 Reviewed and selected by other  

scholars in the field in order to be 
published



Search Strategy Outline

 Identify and develop your topic

 What topic in particular are you 
researching

 State your topic clearly

 What are the keywords (main concepts) of 
your topic  



Putting it all together



Questions?
Contact gpalmer@dillard.edu

or call

(504) 816-4254

mailto:gpalmer@dillard.edu


Librarians

Library resources come with 
personal assistance. Unlike 
the Web, which is primarily 
do-it-yourself.  Libraries have 
staff who are trained to:

 Assist you in sorting through 
information sources. 

 Help you learn to use new 
tools and answer any 
questions you have. 

 Help you to modify or refine 
your search strategy.



Agenda
Part 1: Dillard Library Online Catalog 
http://www.dillard.edu/_academics/library/library-online-catalog.php

 What is an online catalog?
 How to access the online catalog
 Online catalog features

Part 2: Boolean Operators
 What is an Boolean Operator?
 How do Boolean Operators relate to databases?

Part 3: Periodical Databases 
http://www.dillard.edu/_academics/library/library-databases-and-resources.php

 Important features

Part 4:Scholarly vs. Popular Magazines
Part 5: Setting up a search strategy
Part 6: Internet search strategies
Part 7: Putting it all together

http://www.dillard.edu/_academics/library/library-online-catalog.php
http://www.dillard.edu/_academics/library/library-databases-and-resources.php


Online Catalog

An online catalog is an electronic index 
that helps you locate books, journals, 
magazines and other resources that the 
library owns.



Finding Books

You can search for items in the 

Library World  Online Catalog @: 

http://opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin?libraryname=DU%20LIBRARY

http://opac.libraryworld.com/opac/signin?libraryname=DU%20LIBRARY


Boolean Operators



Boolean Operators

Boolean logic refers to the logical relationship 
among search terms (key words), and is named 
for the British-born Irish mathematician George 
Boole. 

Boolean logic consists of three logical operators: 

AND 

OR 

NOT 



Boolean Operators

Boolean operators can also be described as taking 

keywords from a topic and converting it into an equation 
that the computer databases understands.

#1 Topic: Media Violence and the Effects on Students Academic Success

#2 Pull keywords from topic: Media Violence and Young Adults

#3 Convert topic using Boolean Operators, AND, OR, NOT



Why are Boolean Operators important?

 Focus a search, particularly when your 
topic contains multiple search terms. 

 Connect various pieces of information to 
find exactly what you're looking for. 



Boolean Operators

Connectors (AND and NOT)

decrease the number of hits 

Connector (OR) 

increases the number of hits



Boolean Operator

Topic example: 

“Define the role of children in mass media.

Children Mass Media

Keyword #1 Keyword #2



When should I use “AND” in a 

search

Use AND when you want to find articles containing two or 
more search terms. 

To narrow your search, by telling the database that ALL search 
terms must be present in the resulting records.



Boolean Operator “AND”

Boolean Operator “AND” 
connects two or more key words. 

Example: children AND mass media

Keyword #1 Keyword #2



Boolean Operator “NOT”

When should I use “NOT” in a search?

 To exclude words from your search.

 To narrow your search, by telling the database to 
ignore concepts that may be implied by your 
search terms. 



Boolean Operator “NOT”

To exclude words from your search.

Example: children NOT infants 

Excludes infants from search



Summary

 Boolean operators: AND, OR, NOT

 Remember to pull out keywords from your 
topic.

 Use Boolean operators to convert a topic 
into an equation that the computer 
database understands. 



Periodical Database

 A periodical database is where you go to find   
articles on a topic.

 Periodical databases contain: scholarly journals, 
magazines, book reviews, newspapers, 
conference papers, etc. 

 A periodical database is where you would use 
Boolean Operators (AND, OR, NOT) to convert 
your topic into keywords to create a search 
strategy.



Periodical Database

Use a periodical database

 when researching a topic in 
magazines, journals or 
newspapers.

 when you know a subject but 
not a specific article.



Periodical Databases

EBSCOHost 

Academic Search  

ERIC

ProQuest 



Periodical Databases

JSTOR Database



Periodical Databases

ProQuest Publications  Database



Useful Databases for Psychology 

Research

 Academic Search Premier

 EBSCOhost

 ERIC

 JSTOR

 PsycInfo 

 ProQuest

 SocINDEX



Summary

 Enter the library’s website @: 
http://www.dillard.edu/_academics/library/

 Click on “Databases”

 Select from list of databases

 Perform your search

http://www.dillard.edu/_academics/library/


Scholarly Journals
Scholarly Journals

 Authors are authorities in their 
fields. 

 Authors cite their sources in 
endnotes, footnotes, or 
bibliographies. 

 Individual issues have little or 
no advertising. 

 Articles must go through a 
peer-review process. 

 Articles are usually reports on 
scholarly research. 

 Illustrations usually take the 
form of charts and graphs. 

 Articles use jargon of the 
discipline. 



Scholarly Journals
What’s found in scholarly journals?

Abstracts



Scholarly Journals
What’s found in scholarly journals?

Qualitative 

Research



Scholarly Journals

What’s found in scholarly journals?

Quantitative Research



Scholarly Journals
What’s found in scholarly journals?

Detailed 

Bibliography found 

at the end of the 

article



Popular Magazines

Popular Magazines

 Authors are magazine staff members 
or free lance writers. 

 Authors often mention sources, but 
rarely formally cite them in 
bibliographies. 

 Individual issues contain numerous 
advertisements. 

 There is no peer review process. 

 Articles are meant to inform and 
entertain. 

 Illustrations are numerous and 
colorful. 

 Language is geared to the general 
adult audience (no specialized 
knowledge of jargon needed). 



Popular Magazines

 Heavy advertising

 Articles are written to 
inform or to entertain

 No bibliographic 
information

What’s found in popular magazines?



Popular Magazines

• Short articles

•Current events

What’s found in popular magazines?



Internet Searching



Internet Searching

Use caution when searching the web

Remember!

 Anybody with access to the 
Internet can post websites about 
topics that interest them.

 Some sites are not always 
accurate. Therefore, it is a good 
idea to learn how to evaluate web 
sites. 



Internet Searching

Evaluating Websites

 Accuracy 

 Authority

 Objectivity 

 Currency 

 Coverage



Internet Searching

Accuracy

 Who wrote the page?

 What is the purpose of 
the page?

 Is the person qualified?

 Is there email or contact 
information?



Internet Searching

Authority
 Who published the 

document?

 What institution 
publishes the website?

 Does the publisher have 
qualifications?

 Are there credentials 
listed for the author

 Where is the document 
published?



Internet Searching

Objectivity

 What goals/objectives 
does the page meet?

 How detailed is the 
information?

 What opinions (if any ) 
are expressed by the 
author?

 Is the webpage full of 
advertising?



Internet Searching

Currency

 When was it produced?

 When was it written?

 Are there any dead links 
on the page?

 Are the links current and 
updated?

 Is the information on the 
page outdated?



Internet Searching

Coverage

 Are the links evaluated?

 Is the webpage all 
images or a balance of 
text or images?

 Is the information cited 
correctly?

 Does the page require 
special software to view 
the information?



Search Strategy 
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