
Day Name Title Subject Line
Day 1 Amanda Winfield-Buford '08 Director of Alumni Relations The Power of Us, The Gift of You!
Day 2 Dwanna N. Toney, MS, CSAEd Director, Center for Career and Professional Development

Advisor, Melanin Model Association
Advisor, Leading Ladies of DU

Thank You for Reaching Back — Our Students Walk Taller Because of You

Day 3 Linda Bell, DBA Athletic Director The Heart of Dillard Athletics Has Your Name on It
Day 4 Professor Carney Anne Nasser Director, Pre-Law Program From Campus to Courtrooms — Your Impact Matters
Day 5 Ashraf Esmail, Ph.D. Associate Professor of the Criminal Justice Program

Dillard University Center for Racial Justice
Together, We Build Pathways Toward Justice and Community Impact

Day 6 Dennis Sigur, Jr., MSCIS, MBA Assistant Professor and Coordinator for Mathematics and Computer 
Science Programs
Dillard University ACUE Distinguished Teaching Scholar
Program Manager Dillard HBCU C2 Initiative

The Sum of Our Strength Is You

Day 7 Amanda Winfield-Buford '08 Director of Alumni Relations Stronger Together. Grateful Always.
Day 8 Lucine Flores '26 90th President, Student Government Association Because You Reached Back, We Move Forward
Day 9 Nia A. Allen '26

Santino A. Castillo '26
90th Miss Dillard University
20th Mister Dillard University

The Crown We Wear Is Built on Your Legacy

Day 10 A’Layla Jackson '27 President, Pre-Alumni Council 2025–2026 You Are the Torchbearers of Dillard’s Past, Present, and Future
Day 11 Atia Z. Garrett-Washington, Ed.D. Executive Director of Recruitment, Admissions, and Programming Your Influence Is Expanding Dillard’s Future—One Student at a Time
Day 12 Nick Harris Executive Director of Community Relations Because of You, Dillard Serves Beyond the Gates
Day 13 Mrs. Green-Scott, M. Ed. Director of University College You Help Turn Freshman Dreams into Purpose
Day 14 Michelle Matthew Director of Auxiliary Services and Auxiliary Services Team From First Events to Forever Memories — Thank You, Dillard Alumni
Day 15 Tara Garnett Cunningham ’99 Director of Communications and Marketing More Than a Brand—It’s Family
Day 16 Zella Palmer Chair and Director

Dillard University Ray Charles Program in African-American 
Material Culture

The Ingredients of Excellence Start With You

Day 17 Abdalla Darwish Ph.D. Physics Professor
Presidential Professor
SPIE Fellow

Your Legacy Defies Time, Distance, and Gravity

Day 18 Steve A. Buddington, Ph.D., MSW, LMSW Professor & Program Coordinator, Social Work Program
Conrad Hilton Endowed Professor of Sociology/Social Work

Your Legacy of Service Still Changes Lives

Day 19 Courtney E. Williams Dean of Students & Chief Student Affairs Officer Because You Believe, Students Become
Day 20 Cortheal Clark, M.F.A. Associate Professor of Theatre

Rosemary Eminent Scholar in Humanities & Fine Arts
University Technical Director
Chairperson, School of Humanities

Every Great Production Needs a Remarkable Community—Thank You

Day 21 Detrich D. Hebert Johnson, JD, MBA '95 Chief Human Resources Officer Our Shared Commitment Is Dillard’s Foundation
Day 22 Nereida C. Washington Chief Operations Officer Together, We Keep Dillard Gleaming and Growing
Day 23 Dr. Dorian Williams Interim Provost and Chief Academic Officer Your Partnership Advances Scholarship, Purpose, and Promise
Day 24 Dr. Darvelle Hutchins Vice President, Institutional Advancement & Strategic 

Communications
Your Vision and Presence Is Dillard’s Superpower

Day 25 Dr. Brandy Johnson, RN Interim Dean of Nursing A Legacy of Care, Courage, and Dillard Pride



Day Name Title Subject Line
Day 26 Gary M. Clark, Ph.D. Barron Hilton Endowed Professor of Political Science

Revius O. Ortique, Jr., Endowed Chair in Politics and Social 
Thought
Founding Director, Center for Law & Public Interest
Professor of Political Science

Democracy in Action: Grateful for the Leaders You’ve Become

Day 27 Dr. S. Carver Davenport Associate Professor of Music
Ray Charles Endowed Professorship of Music
Director, Vocal Ensembles

Fifty Years of Harmony — and You’re Still Part of the Song

Day 28 Eartha L. Johnson, Ed.D. '80 Associate Professor of Psychology, Rosa Freeman Keller and 
Charles Keller Eminent Endowed Professor, and Former Miss. 
Dillard University

Where Teaching, Healing, and Gratitude Meet

Day 29 Tiffani Moore '02 President, Dillard University National Alumni Association Standing on Alumni Strength: With Thanks from DUNAA
Day 30 Michael D. Jones, Esq and Rev. Karli PidgeonChaiman and Trusee 
Day 31 Dr. Monique Guillory President of Dillard University 


